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Environmental 
Impacts of Styrofoam

Styrofoam is not 
biodegradable nor 

recyclable

Styrene is a 
potential carcinogen

Styrofoam 
containers can 

contaminate food 
with chemicals

It is the main 
component of 
marine debris

It is made of a non-
sustainable 

resource 
(petroleum)



Styrofoam Tray Usage Limitation

Consequences of Styrofoam Tray 
Use

Choose One Day of the Week to 
Serve “Dry” Food

On this day, do not offer Styrofoam 
trays with food Promote this change 
within the schools



• For one day every week, lunch that does not require a tray to be carried can be 

served without the Styrofoam tray, thereby mitigating the usage of Styrofoam.



Lunch 
Tray Bids

In the next bid, open a discussion to implement 
tray Styrofoam alternatives.Open

Consider the cost of implementing dishwashers 
and reusable trays.

•Weigh this cost against purchasing biodegradable trays.

Consider



Recycling with El 
Paso ESD

• El Paso 
Environment 
Service 
Department

• Partners with 
EPISD schools

• Encourage the 
establishment 
of active recycling 
clubs within 
schools



Excess Food Donations

• Implement Share Tables at all school 
levels.

• Reach out to qualified food donation 
centers or non-profit organizations.

• Currently, EPISD is partnered with 
the Opportunity Center

• Form an agreement between the 
schools and other organizations for 
excess food donations.
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